THE AUSTRALIAN
Date...19 November 2014

Jetpack maker in US
tie-up ahead of float

ANTHONY KLAN
DEALS

THE company hoping to become
the world’s first commercial
manufacturer of jetpacks has
teamed up with an American
company hoping to deliver its
products to government depart-
ments and emergency services in
the US, in a boost to the group
ahead of its planned Australian
Securities Exchange listing be-
fore Christmas.

New Zealand-based Martin
Aircraft Company yesterday said
it had signed a partnership with
. US company Avwatch, which
provides technology advice and
“prototyping” services for the US
Department of Defence.

“The two companies will work
together on improving specific
capabilities targeted at assisting
the first responded sector, includ-
ing search and rescue, security,
police, ambulance, fire and natu-
ral disaster recovery through the
. supply of Martin Jetpacks and
relevant products and services,”
Martin chief executive Peter
Coker said.

Mr Coker yesterday told The
Australian Avwatch was a “small
niche company” but one which
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hada“lot of influence” in the first-
responded sectorin the US,

He said Martin had been ap-
proached by Avwatch and the
two companies had been in nego-
tiations for several weeks before
finalising the agreement.

While founded and headquar-
tered in NZ — where the device
was invented, developed and re-
fined by Martin executive Glenn
Martin over 34 years since 198] —
Martin would become a “global
company” and the deal with Avy-
watch would see some existing
Martin employees relocated to
the US, with new US appoint-
ments expected, Mr Cocker said.

Avwatch was founded in 2008
by former US Coast Guard rescue
pilot Chris Kluckhuhn to develop
improved strategies to “respond-
ers and remote command
centres”,

“It has since grown to include
many additional leaders in the
first-responded community and
is a proven leader in tactical net-
working and advanced aerial re-
connaissance,” Mr Kluckhuhn
said.

“The Martin Jetpack is a dis-
ruptive technology, much like the
helicopter when first developed,
with substantial capabilities ... we
can offer our customers,” he said.
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